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Words from LTC Loy 
This year has been anything from 
normal, yet it has actually been a 
great year for the panther battalion.  
Eastern Illinois University allowed 
our program to run as close to normal 
while still managing any risks 
associated with covid-19 outbreaks.  
Through hard work from both our 
cadets and cadre we kept our 
infections minimal without any serious 
symptoms and continued to train at a 
high level.  We welcomed a new 
military instructor, SSG Julian 
Pacheco along with our new human 
resource assistant, sarah Dougherty.  
We are also welcoming a new 
Assistant Professor of Military 
Science, an EIU panther battalion 
alumni, cpt william Comstock.  We 
began the year in person, navigating 
the new rules of the road.  Within a 
few weeks we were running at our 
normal pace.  Our cadets were excited 
to get back into their classes and 
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continue building the team within our 
program.  We went into the fall 
semester going quickly into the fall 
field training exercise.  We conducted 
a qualification range, land navigation 
and an obstacle course.  This event 
was successful across the board.  This 
was the first time in many months our 
cadets were able to get outside of 
their comfort zone and challenge 
themselves, which was impressive to 
see.  As we get outside out comfort 
zone, we integrated the army combat 
fitness test into our training, which is 
a replacement of our Army Physical 
fitness test.  This took us from three 
events to our six event test.  We begin 
with a deadlift, then a 10 lb. medicine 
ball throw, to hand release pushups, a 
90lb sled drag and carry with 45 lb 
kettlebells, transitioning to the leg 
tuck, completing all of this with a 2 
mile run.  Our cadets enjoyed taking 
this test and continued to improve 
each month.  We went into the spring 
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semester focused entirely on tactics.  
We had some cold winter months as 
you will see in the photos, yet we 
continued to train.  This training paid 
off during out spring combined ftx 
with western Illinois, Illinois state and 
university of Illinois rotc programs, 
our cadets were well prepared and 
showcased their mental and physical 
toughness.  We built a smokeless 
range within our area where our 
cadets were able to train on the new 
basic rifle marksmanship standards.  
We began to wind down our year with 
our awards ceremony and our military 
ball, which were two great successes 
for our program.  The final event of 
our year was the commissioning of 
seven great second lieutenants who 
are about to start their journey in the 
army.  We had the pleasure of 
welcoming as our guest speaker, an eiu 
alumni, retired brigadier general 
William weir who completed his career 
as the deputy commanding general of 
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35th infantry division and also served 
as a judge for the 16th judicial circuit.  
We had five distinguished military 
graduates, two top 10% cadets across 
the nation, and all received their first 
choice in branches. We were awarded 
the best trained program within the 41 
programs in the brigade as and came in 
second for the most improved program.  
These accomplishments are a 
testament of the quality of cadets we 
have and the strong team that support 
them.  We were able to use some of our 
donated alumni funds to purchase gym 
equipment for the sole use of our 
cadets.  The gym we built for them is 
there to assist cadets build new 
training programs to improve their 
physical fitness levels.  This would 
have never happened without the 
donations we receive from our 
partners.  We are also excited about 
the adventures that await us next 
year, our cadets are fundraising to 
send a team to the army ten miler for 
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the first time in quite a while.  We have 
some big plans and cannot wait to 
start.   

 

Training in the winter 

TRX Bands and Bowflex dumbbells 

Weight Rack with Bench and bar Initial Gym Prior to becoming our Gym 
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eiurotc@eiu.edu 
 ROTC, or the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, is a program 
sponsored by United States Army Cadet Command (USACC), and is 
designed to educate aspiring Cadets towards developing leadership 

qualities, which they can 
use throughout a career in 
the military, as well as in 
any other area of 
professional development. 
Many of its applicants come 
from a wide variety of 
backdrops, upbringings, 
and cultural influence. The 
Army as a whole is an 
organization that increases 
in effectiveness due to its 
overtly diverse workforce, 
 

ROTC Cadets perform prep drills in anticipation of PT session. 
 
and ROTC is no different. Under the careful instruction of senior 
MS4 (Military Science 4) Cadets, and certified Cadre personnel, 
students embark on a transformative journey in which they become 
cognizant of their academic, as well as their professional, 
strengths and weaknesses. This allows them to understand what 
they need to improve upon through basic soldier skill development, 
mentoring, and academic development; as well as an overall 
understanding of Army doctrine, tactics and culture.  
 
 ROTC’s main difference, however, is that it is designed with the 
hectic schedules of college students in mind. It implies growth 
within academia, and even encourages students to concentrate on 
their schoolwork, while being able to train with ROTC on the side. 
This hybrid method of learning assures that students’ university 
progress is kept without disruption, while still delivering the very 
best military education that the Army can possibly provide. Stellar 
Cadets can even qualify for scholarships which can ease the 
financial burden of tuition costs. In short, ROTC is an environment 
that is beneficial to any and all who challenge themselves enough 
to see it through to the end, with great experiences and even greater 
friends made through the process. We hope that you enjoy this 
newsletter, and the many accomplishments our Cadets perform. 
 



       Battlegrounds                Vol.1, May, 2021   
                                                 

        

 

8 May 1, 2021 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MS4’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



       Battlegrounds                Vol.1, May, 2021   
                                                 

        

 

9 May 1, 2021 
 

Kelly Chapman  
(Battalion Commander) 
 
I’m from Villa Grove Illinois. My major is in 
Philosophy and my minor in Military Science. 
I really value the leadership skills I learned 
along the way. This, coupled with the fine 
examples of leadership that our cadre have 
shown, proves that EIU ROTC has set me up 
for major success in my career. We have all 
helped the program by demonstrating 
leadership to both those below and above 
us, and developing the next round of Army 
leaders that graduate after us! My goal as a 
future Army officer is to hopefully get a 
chance to explore and see the world, but 
ultimately, I’m here to serve my country and 

that’s my only goal at the end of the day. Shout out to the fine 
examples of leadership I have seen in my brief career thus far in the 
Army. You all have helped mold me into 
who I am today. 
 

Shawn Shields 

(Battalion XO) 
I grew up in two towns on the South Side 
of Chicago. I am from Homewood IL and 
Mokena IL. I am currently majoring in 
Construction Management and have a 
minor in Military Science. I plan on using 
my skills from my major to commission as 
an Active-Duty Engineer Officer. My goals 
as a future Army Officer are to attend 
many Army schools, gain as much experience as a leader as possible, 
and travel around the world. I think I positively impact the program 
by always giving 100% into everything. Whenever I am tasked to help 
with something, I will go out of my way to make sure it is complete 
above the normal standard. My favorite thing about EIU Army ROTC 
is the family and friends you can make. There are many people in this 
program I will forever call my friends and/or family. 
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Jase Kiefer 
(Battalion S-3) 
 
 I’m from Fairfield, Illinois. My major is 
Political Science, and I got selected for 
Active Duty as an officer within the 
Infantry branch. My goals as an officer 
are to positively make an impact on every 
soldier that I come in contact with. I better 
the program by sharing my knowledge of 
tactics, fitness, and marksmanship 
throughout Panther Battalion. 

 
Stephen Gibson 
(Battalion S1) 

 
I am from a small town here in Illinois 
called Martinsville. Despite having more 
cornfields than people, there was no lack 
of great relationships, and it will always 
remain my home. My current major is 
Criminal Justice since I was originally 
leaning towards the law enforcement 
field. However, my priorities have shifted 
since and so I will likely pursue a career 
elsewhere. My favorite thing about ROTC 
was the relationships that I made between 
other cadets and cadre. The time in the 
program really helped me to develop a 
sense of confidence that I have been missing in my life which will help 
me to be a successful leader in the future. I like to think that I 
positively impact the program through accomplishing tasks assigned 
to me and by leading through example. Though I'm not very outgoing, 
I insert my knowledge whenever I can so that I may assist others. As 
for my future, my only goal is to assist the Army where they feel that 
I am best suited. I've always been a team player and expect no change 
while joining one of the greatest teams in the world. 
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Norberto Lugo Rios 
(Battalion S2)  

 
 I’m from Manati, Puerto Rico. I am a 
Green to Gold Cadet pursuing a Master of 
Science and Technology degree, with a 
major in Tech Management; and a 
certificate in Workforce Performance 
Improvement. My favorite thing about 
ROTC has been the invaluable leadership 
perspective that I have acquired while 
being here, and how it correlates to 
everything I have learned in the course of 
my professional business career. I 
positively impact the program by bringing 

out the best in people, and allowing them to see how much stronger 
they truly are. This, I believe, is paramount in an officer’s daily duties 
and responsibilities. I also designed this very newsletter! I hope 
you’re all enjoying it!  

 

Sodiq Amuda 
(Battalion S4) 
 
My name is Sodiq Amuda. I grew up in Nigeria and 
moved to the United States in 2014. I graduated 
high school in Chicago and currently reside in 
Riverdale Illinois. My major is Construction 
Management. I joined the EIU ROTC program 
when I was a freshman and I’ve always had a 
desire to join the military, and develop into the 
leader, and person, I have always aspired to 
be. My favorite thing about the program is how 
I was able to push beyond my physical and 
mental limits, gained leadership experience, 
and made lifelong friends; creating memories 
along the way. My goal is to commission as an 
Engineering Officer in the US Army. The ROTC program has given me 
the foundation of all the necessary skills needed to be successful 
in life. 



       Battlegrounds                Vol.1, May, 2021   
                                                 

        

 

12 May 1, 2021 
 

Jacob Bayne 
(Battalion A-S4) 
 
My name is Jacob Bayne, I am from port 
Charlotte Florida. My bachelor’s degree 
is in Political science and I am currently 
pursuing my master’s in public 
administration. ROTC is unlike any other 
college experience. I thoroughly enjoy 
the opportunity to lead my peers and 
subordinates, watching them all grow 
and develop into the leaders of 
tomorrow.  Fitness is a passion of mine and 
I try to provide all of those around me 
with routines personalized to their 
specific needs. After I commission, I hope to 

make an everlasting impact on the life of my soldiers; that when they 
look back to their time with me as their leader, they know I did 
everything I could to ensure they were success in all aspects of life.  
 

Mackenzie Maslowski 
(Battalion S-5) 
 
Hello everyone! I am from Olney, IL 
and my major is in Psychology, with a 
minor in Military Science. I have been 
selected to be an Army National 
Guard Medical Service Officer. I 
joined the Army National Guard on 
February 29th, 2016, and have been 
serving to this present Day. My plans 
are to obtain my master's and PhD in 
Psychology in order to become a Clinical Psychologist, as well as 
reclass within the Guard. What I love the most about ROTC are the 
Leadership skills learned and the many different personalities of 
people in the program. I like helping people around me and being 
present. I’m an approachable person and enjoy listening to others 
while thinking of solutions for them. I intend to always improve 
myself and help others along the way. 
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Roberto Galindo 
(Battalion S6) 

 
What’s going on, everyone? I’m from Miami, FL. 
I am a Green to Gold Cadet, and I’m pursuing a 
master’s degree in Political Science. What I 
like most about the program are the 
Friendships I’ve made in these past few years, 
while leading and providing guidance and 
purpose to the younger Cadets. My goals as 
an officer are to go to airborne school, be 
selected for command, and mentor my 
Soldiers. I have helped the program grow by 
providing exposure through Instagram and 
showcasing all the great things we have 
been doing so far.  

 
Sarah Gompers 
(Battalion S8) 
 
I am from Fairview Heights, Illinois. 
My major is Biological Sciences with a 
concentration in Pre-Physical Therapy 
and a minor in Military Sciences. My 
favorite thing about ROTC is the long-
lasting friendships and connections I have 
made throughout the years. Also, being in 
ROTC made me feel like I was a part of 
something bigger than myself. There are also many opportunities to 
develop yourself and others. I am most proud of the impact I had 
developing and mentoring others while also setting a "lead by 
example" presence. I served in the Panther Battalion as a Squad 
Leader, Company Commander, Battalion XO, and Battalion S-9. 
Cadet Command has awarded me as a Distinguished Military Graduate 
(DMG) and selected me for the Educational Delay program. Upon 
completing a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree at the University of 
Southern California, I will continue my service in the Medical 
Specialist Corps as a Physical Therapist. 
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PT/Labs 
 

 PT, or Physical Training for short, is the bread and butter of 
all Cadets. In order to get the most out of ROTC and the experiences 
therein, they must be in good physical shape. Some of the tasks and 
lessons required to progress through the program require that 
Cadets perform tasks 
under physical duress; and 
in ROTC we are constantly 
maintaining physical 
readiness in order to 
accomplish that mission. 
Labs are such checkpoints 
for all Cadets to test what 
they have learned in their 
Military Science Classes, 
and prove that they 
understand the why and 
the how of what it is and 
how it works. They are 
usually led by a senior 
student who has already 
been tested in a tactical 
environment, and is  
capable of passing it down 
in a manner that is 
consistent, efficient, and 
fun.      
                          
 This is the secret to the program’s effectiveness in developing 
tactical leaders that are able to execute their role and showcase 
the Profession of Arms as one of Integrity, and dedicated work ethic; 
that develops all involved as a team. Overall, the premise of hybrid 
military/academic training has been used throughout history in 
order to ensure that top quality students are developed into the 
bright men and women of tomorrow.  
 
 
 
 
 

Cadets from various classes after a vigorous PT session 
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From top to bottom, we see Cadets engaging in 
different exercises ranging from 
cardiovascular exercises, to strength 
training. 
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FTX (Field Training Exercise) 
 

 ROTC has as an end goal to prepare 
all Cadets for the challenges that will 
undoubtedly befall upon them as a result 
of their responsibilities as Army leaders 
and decision-makers. In this retrospect is 
where FTXs, or “Field Training Exercises” 
come into play. Through these trials, 
Cadets put into application all learned 
skills that are attained throughout the 
semester, in order to assess where they 
are as Soldiers and to determine how best 
to continue development. Senior Cadets 
and Cadre are on constant vigilance for 
their safety to ensure that no Cadet goes 
beyond established safe parameters, 
whilst still maintaining an exceptional, 
and fun, training environment that 
ensures the fostering of camaraderie and 
positive experiences. 
 
 
 
 FTXs consist mainly of basic tasks such as Land Navigation, 
firearms qualifications, obstacle courses, and even lessons in first 
aid, artillery, patrolling, tactics and radio communication. These 
skills are essential to survival in tactical environments, as well as 
to effective leadership capability from our distinguished Cadets. It 
is a fulfilling experience for most and help dramatically in their 
overall transformation and improvement. 
 

EIU ROTC plaque for “Best-In-Training Excellence 2020”, received in 
commemoration of the efforts performed by participating Cadets throughout 
the Operation Agile Leader exercise, held at Camp Atterbury, Indiana from 
August 2 to 11, 2021. 
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 FTXs are vital to the 
success of Cadets. They exert 
the correct amount of 
motivation for them to be able 
to assess their immediate 
environment and achieve their 
desired level of success 
through their own effort and 
independence; through 
cooperation and teamwork, 
our organization grows as a 
cohesive team that can solve 
problems and actively think 
outside the box. 
 
 
 
 

Various Cadets are executing briefing and 
planning tasks in during the annual Operation 
Agile Leader training exercise held in Camp 
Atterbury, from August 2 to 11 of 2020.  
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Cadets engage in Preliminary Marksmanship Instruction. 
Oftentimes, Cadets have never experienced the usage of a  
weapon, which make additional tutelage valuable. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cadets engage in Preliminary Marksmanship Instruction. 
Oftentimes, Cadets have never experienced the usage of a  
weapon, which makes additional tutelage valuable. 

Above: Cadet Jase Kiefer gives 
an explanation regarding 
lining up a target with rear 
and front sights. 

Left: A Cadet is evaluated 
on their proficiency with 
an M4 assault rifle. 
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Welcome Back Panther Battalion! 
 
This week’s welcome back lab included 
much-deserved recognitions! Not only 
did we welcome back members of the 
battalion, but we also welcomed new 
Cadets into the ranks! This meant that 
there was time taken to introduce the 
Cadre, Senior Cadets, and activities 
and groups that would be available 
for the semester. 
 
We also spent some time breaking the 
ice! 
 
This helped each of our cadets become 
more comfortable with the others in 
the ranks and to network among each 
other. 
 
Underclassman cadets also received 
mentors! These mentors help to ensure 
the success of each and every cadet 
and are vital to the success and 
comradery of the program! 

Week 1- Welcome Back! (01/14/2021)  
 
 
 
 
  

Each Semester begins with a welcome 
back! Part of this welcome is 
recognizing the excellence that our 
program brings to the table, year after 
year. 
 
We had over 30 Cadets make the Dean’s 
List! 
 

Pictured Left: Cadets being 
recognized for being members of the 
Dean’s List 
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This week’s lab focused on 
the Patrol Base. We First 
learned the fundamentals of 
setting up a Patrol Base. 
Later after a demonstration, 
CDTs embarked into the cold 
and had a chance to witness 
working in a patrol base 
first-hand. 

Week 2 - Patrol Base (01/21/2021) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Cadet Hoskins Teaches a class on 
the fundamentals of a Patrol Base. 
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During this week’s Lab, Cadets 
became acquainted with the 
Squad Attack. Cadets were 
assigned positions.  
 
Left: a rehearsal through the 
roles that each of them would 
play in Battle Drill 1A. Cadet 
Anderson instructs fellow 
cadets on how to perform a 
squad attack. 

Right:  
Cadets march towards their respective 
assembly area to receive additional blocks of 
instruction. 

This lab was the first lab of the Spring where 
our cadets were out in the “Field”. EIU’s 
Intramural Fields provided plenty of space in 
which to operate. Over the course of this 
semester, CDTs will become familiarized with 
Squad and Platoon Level Operations. 

Week 3 - Squad Attack  
(01/28/2021) 
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Above: 
A cadet assesses a casualty after 
taking fire during the Assault.  
 
Left: Cadet Gompers and Cadet 
King. 
 
This week the Panther Battalion 
conducted the practical Portion 
of the Squad Assault. It was frigid 
cold, but we train rain, snow, or 
shine. This was an opportunity for 
the MS3s to lead other Cadets in a 
Field Setting to further prepare 
for camp.  
 

Week 4 - Squad Assault (02/04/2021) 
  Step 1. Plan action upon 

Enemy Contact. 
 
Step 2. Locate the Enemy. 
 
Step 3. Suppress the enemy. 
 
Step 4. Flank and attack. 
 
Step 5. Consolidate and 
Reorganize. 
 
A Hasty or deliberate Attack 
is differentiated by planning 
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Left: A Cadet maintains a watchful 
eye. Security helps to facilitate the 
mission. 
This battle drill practice further 
aids MS3s in preparing for camp and 
aids in their confidence. 

Above: Cadets are assigned roles that they 
will play during the Platoon Operations. 
This method aids in allowing junior cadets to 
see the bigger picture and for the Platoon 
Leader to guide step by step through their 
actions.

Week 5 - Squad Ambush 
(02/11/2021) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  

 
 
            Week 6 - Platoon Operations    
      (02/18/2021) 
  

Squad Ambush 
 
“A surprise attack on a 
moving or halted enemy 
from a covered and 
concealed position 
with the intent to 
engage and destroy the 
enemy force. 

Platoon leaders are 
responsible for effectively 
using the platoon’s resources 
and for employing, organizing, 
and directing the platoon 
during combat operations. 
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Focused on obtaining detailed information 
about the terrain or enemy activity within 
a prescribed area or point. This often 
precedes a “Raid” and is vital to the mission 
planning process. 

Week 7 - Platoon Week 7 Recon 
                                       (02/25/2021) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 8 - Platoon RTC/MTC 
(03/04/2021) 
  

Left:  
The beginnings 
of a recon. They 
have eyes on 
the objective 
and are ready 
to write down 
pertinent 
information.  
 
Right: 
A sneaky enemy 
goes 
undetected. 

React to contact/ movement to contact are 
maneuvers designed to resist enemy threat 
by utilizing formations to move towards 
enemy presence to either deliberately 
attack, or simply react to a threat. 

Right: 
Selected cadet leadership deliberate 
on the best course of action and 
movement type. When it comes to these 
types of operations, time is of the 
essence. 
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This is a key mission. 
 
The Raid has a plan: “ex-fill” 
or plan of withdrawal. 
 
It is encompassing of all previous 
trainings and is preceded by a 
recon on the position. This recon 
enables the Platoon leader to 
make a plan and to destroy the 
objective and collect any vital 
intelligence. Once the position 
has been successfully Raided, the 
platoon destroys enemy weapons 
and supplies and leaves in a 
planned escape to the next 
mission or Rally Point. 

Week 9 – Platoon Attack 
(03/11/2021) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Platoon Raid 
                (03/25/2021) 
Week 11   

Step 1. Action on Enemy 
Contact 
This is dependent on who 
engages first! 
 
Step 2. Locate the Enemy 
Platoon Leader gains 
awareness of the relative 
position of the enemy to 
platoon 
 
Step 3. Suppress the Enemy 
Enable the Platoon Leader 
to command elements and 
position for the Attack. 
 
Step 4. Attack 
Destroy the Enemy with a 
similar tactic to the Squad 
Assault. 
 
Step 5. Consolidate and 
Reorganize. 
 

Above: 
Green to Gold 
Cadets Bayne 
and Galindo. 
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Week 12 - 
Super Lab Day 1(04/02/2021) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Super lab this year 
was a 2-day Event 
held at SGT’s Farm, 
Charleston, Illinois. 
 
The 1st day consisted 
of 1s and 2s getting 
to practice missions 
and night land 
navigation with the 
assistance from 
Cadre and MS4s. 
 

(Pictured Below) 
 A group of Cadets gathered 
around a Campfire Roasting 
Smores! 
 
Morale was high, in 
preparation for Night Land 
Navigation! 
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Super Lab Day 2 (04/03/2021) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2nd day began 
with the 1s and 2s 
conducting early 
morning night land 
navigation! 
 
After a short time, 
the rest of the 
MS3s arrived to 
begin leading 
missions. 

Below: The aftermath of a linear ambush 
mission. The EPW (Enemy Prisoner of War) 
team searches the enemy for Intelligence 
that will aid in follow on missions. To the 
right, Cadet Griffith pulls security. 
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Cadets were involved in a variety of 
missions. From recon and ambush, to 
deliberate attack and raids. All Cadets 
were given some type of leadership exposure 
in order to prepare them for additional 
future training. 
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Overall, Cadets displayed 
enthusiasm and disposition to 
learn and improve across a 
wide variety of tests, all while 
demonstrating the highest 
level of professionalism and 
dedication to the profession 
of arms. 

Left: Across the beautiful landscape that is 
SGT’s Farm, Cadets carry out movement to an 
ambush. Movement is tactical in nature. 
 
Below: Assigned Cadet leadership discuss the 
best course of action in regards to the 
current mission 
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Week 13 – Troop Leading Procedures 
 
  

Below: 
Cadets with the Highest 
Attendance to Leadership 
Excellence Club meeting 
were awarded custom 
poker chips! 

The TLPs (Troop Leading Procedures) 
are a method of managing time, 
people, and resources to plan, 
inform, and execute on a mission. 
 
Lab this week allowed for MS3s to 
practically apply the TLPs in 
Preparation for the Spring FTX. 
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Week 16 – Awards Ceremony 
(04/29/2021)  
 
 At the end of every semester, 
Cadets are commended for their 
outstanding efforts, all 
throughout the semester. In this 
special lab, distinguished Cadets in 
aspects such as GPA, athletic 
performance, and even overall 
improvement were noted. This one in 
particular highlighted the efforts 
of the 2020-2021 class, in which 5 
Cadets earned the coveted “DMG”, 
or Distinguished Military Graduate; 
whom are Cadets of prestigious 
talent, leadership, physical fitness, 
and overall officer characteristics 
whom are fit for duty and 
responsibility within the Unites States Army. 
 
 Cadets were excited to finally end the semester on a high note, 
and in this retrospect certain Cadets were even awarded money by 
the Department of Illinois American Legion Auxiliary, as well as the 
American Legion Auxiliary, District #19. Our guests of honor, Ms. 
Linda Oakley and Mr. Jim Phelps were present to award our 
distinguished Cadets. Amongst the awards given were the Battalion 
Commander’s Athletic Award; the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department of Illinois, District #19 Award; the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Department of Illinois, Military Excellence Award; as 
well as even a Scholastic Excellence Award.  
 
 organizational awards given were the Ewington Chapter, 
Sons of the American Revolution Illinois Society Award, the USAA 
Spirit Award, the Veteran of Foreign Wars Award, The Association 
of the United States Army (AUSA) Award, the National Defense 
Transportation Award, the Superior Cadet Decoration Award, the 
Distinguished Military Graduate Honor, and finally the George C. 
Marshall Leadership Award. Congratulations to all Cadets 
awarded! 
  

Lieutenant Colonel Enrique Loy gives an opening 
speech in which he commemorates efforts by 
Cadets, all throughout the year.  
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 At the end of the 
ceremony, and after LTC 
Loy’s closing remarks, it 
was time for the 
commissioning MS4’s of 
2021 to give their 
farewells to the 
Battalion. All Cadets are 
in some way, shape, or form; 
indirectly, or directly, 
affected by the leadership 
of our senior cadets.  It 
was not without regret 
that MS4’s said their final 
goodbyes to all the junior classes, 
but also with newfound hope and 
expectation that all up-and-coming Cadets challenge themselves to 
project the same degree of discipline, distinction, professionalism, 
and quality that is inherent in all EIU ROTC Cadets, With this, junior 
Cadets propel themselves into the future knowing that someday, 
they too will pass on the torch of knowledge and perseverance that 
is tantamount to the greatness that is Eastern Illinois University, 
ROTC Panther Battalion. 
  

Class of 2020-2021 gives their final farewells to the 
rest of Panther Battalion. 
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Social Events  
 
 ROTC is an organization that fosters unity and diversity, 
whilst maintaining a level of discipline that is dignified of military 
service and recognition. We exercise presence through different 
activities. Whether it is through mentorship/ tutoring events, 
volunteer community service, or through full blown 
representation of our program, and our Nation’s, distinguished 
colors via Color Guard at any one of our university’s prestigious 
sports events; or even at social events from the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW), and others. 
 
 We recognize that we are not as strong as we could be 
without the engagement of our community. It is in this regard that 
we excel as advocates of charismatic involvement and engagement 
from those in our community, as well as our Cadets. We hope to see 
you soon in one of our various social activities!  

                                                     
                                                   
       Below: Cadet Noah Hile stands at Parade Rest in 
       front of Old Main. He is showcasing the EIU  
       Company Flag. 
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Our Cadets always strive 
to enjoy life to the 
fullest, even when not 
actively training, and we 
want all who join to 
understand that they are 
a part of something 
bigger when they join our 
team. 

Above: Cadets are engaged in several type of activities during the  
Social Lab, which is normally held at the end of each semester. 

 
 
 
Below: Color Guard and Cannon  
Crew present Arms at one of EIU’s  
football games.  
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Giving back... 
 
 Our nation would not be 
where it is today had it not been for 
the sacrifices made by the millions 
of men and women who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice in the 
defense of our great country. In 
this regard, it is our privilege to be 
able to give back in remembrance of 
these valiant heroes that stepped up, and 
made the choice to preserve that which makes 
our way of life the way it has become today. 
We will never forget those who, in the name 
of honor, courage, and bravery, put an end to 
tyranny at its core. 
 
 
We owe our freedom to these individuals, and hope that such a 
legacy may continue on through our new generation of leadership 
that are being brought up from the ground, up.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Cadets are engaged in voluntary service at the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars association. Right: Cadet Mackenzie Maslowski 
and Cadet Norberto Lugo prepare the national ensign 
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Cadet Spotlight:  
MS1 Benjamin Linker 
 
 I am from Charleston, Illinois. My 
major is Criminal Justice/Criminology. 
My favorite thing about ROTC is that 
everyone works together in a unified 
outfit. I’d like to positively impact the 
program by doing the best I can and 
encouraging future newcomers 
arriving at the program. My goals as a 
future Army Officer are to continue 
to grow my leadership skills, gain 
more experience and wisdom, and 

simply do a good job corresponding to the current task. Shoutout 
to fellow Cadet Josh Hoh for giving me a heads up and informing me 
about the program a few years ago. 
 
 My favorite lab is easily the original land navigation lab 
because I feel it sets a solid foundation that every type of 
operation builds off of. Without the proper skills of land 
navigation, soldiers won’t know how to reach their area of 
operation and ultimately won’t be able to reach the objective 
points. Not only does this apply to the US Army, but it applies to 
civilian life as well. Land navigation is a great survival skill that 
everyone needs to learn. The EIU Army ROTC program does a good 
job by introducing individuals to land navigation and the need to 
use it, which is ultimately why the original land navigation lab is my 
favorite lab. 
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Military Ball 
 
 On Saturday, April 24, the Military Ball was held at the 
ballroom of The Brickhouse Bar and Grill. The military ball, or Mil 
Ball for short, is a night in which Cadets gather and celebrate their 
triumphant success throughout the year at Panther Battalion. This 
year’s Mil Ball was no different, and it was definitely a night to 
remember. First was the reception, in which Cadets and their dates 
arrived at the event, greeted each other, and started motioning 
towards the festivities that were ahead. After the rendering of 
colors and courtesies, singing of the national anthem, honoring of 
Prisoners of war, and missing in action; as it is tradition in all events 
of this nature, guests partook in the grog ceremony. Subsequently, 
the event cake was cut, and then everyone proceeded to enjoy their 
five-star meal of choice. There was laughter, joy, music, good food 
and even better company and camaraderie, as Cadets from all MS 
class levels were present. After closing statements, Cadets 
enjoyed one last hurrah before the end of the semester. 
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Panther Battalion Support 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Enrique Loy  
(Professor of Military Science) 
 Phone: 217-581-6204 
 Email: eloy@eiu.edu 
 
 
Master Sergeant Jeffrey Ludwig  
(Senior Military Science Instructor) 
 Phone: 217-581-3418 
 Email: jludwig3@eiu.edu 
 
 
Robert T. Baughman  
(Recruiting Operations Officer) 
 Phone: 217-581-4321 
 Email: rtbaughman@eiu.edu 
 
 
Yun Sanders  
(Office Manager) 
 Phone: 217-581-5944 
 Email: yjsanders@eiu.edu 
 
 
Julian Pacheco  
(Military Science Instructor) 
 Phone: 217-581-5944 
 Email: jrpacheco2@eiu.edu   
 
Sarah Dougherty 
(Human Resources Assistant) 
 Phone: 217-581-7431 
 Email: sadougherty@eiu.edu 
 
 

 


